AMBITION                        251
labouring faithfully and abundantly, neither seek-
ing nor avoiding great opportunities, not failing
in courage nor giving way to rash impulses, and
realising the truth of the wise old Greek proverb
that the greatest of all disasters for a man is to be
opened and found to be empty; the wise applica-
tion of which to life is not to avoid the occasions
of opening, but to make sure that if the opening
comes inevitably, we shall be found not to have
devoted ourselves to the adorning of the casket,
but to have piled with careful hands the treasure
high within.